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Introduction

The phrase Aham Vedmi Mahatmanam Ramam Satya Parakramam comes
from the Ramayana and is directly linked to the Purusha Suktam of the Vedas.
This profound connection demonstrates how the Ramayana embodies the
essence of Vedic wisdom.

The context for the phrase Aham Vedmi occurs during a dramatic encounter

between Vishwamitra and King Dasharatha.

The Encounter

1. J, Vishwamitra's Request

Vishwamitra came to Dasharatha's sabha mantapam and asked for Rama.
Dasharatha immediately fainted upon hearing this request.

2. ; Assertion of Knowledge



Vishwamitra spoke the phrase Aham Vedmi Mahatmanam Ramam Satya
Parakramam ("I know the great-souled Rama of true valor"). By saying Aham
Vedmi ("I know"), Vishwamitra was asserting to Dasharatha, who was running
behind Kama (lust) and Artha (money), that he (Vishwamitra) knew the real
identity and greatness of Rama.

3. [l Contrast of Paths

Vishwamitra explained his superior knowledge of Rama by contrasting his own
life, which was dedicated to Dharma and Moksha (the first and fourth
purusarthas), with Dasharatha's focus on Artha and Kama (the second and
third purusarthas).

<, Illustrative Contrast

Vishwamitra highlighted this difference through vivid comparisons of their
physical experiences and possessions:

Dasharatha Vishwamitra

1 Slept on a bed and mattress filled with ~ ¥£ Slept on the ground infested

soft feathers with thorns
:) Carried a bow and quiver of arrows \(- Carried a bunch of darbha grass
(representing anger and valor) and a kamandalam
("4 Enabled to know Rama's
X Would not know Rama's greatness
greatness

Relation to the Purusha Suktam

The statement Aham Vedmi Mahatmanam Ramam Satya Parakramam is
considered an exact correlation of a significant verse found in the Purusha
Suktam.

(2 Vedic Correspondence

The Ramayana phrase correlates precisely with the 16th rc (mantra) of the
Purusha Suktam:



Ramayana Purusha Suktam (Mantra 16)
Aham Vedmi Mahatmanam Ramam Vedahametam Purusham Mahantam

"I know the great-souled Rama" "I know this great Purusha"

) Rama as the Purusha

Vishwamitra used the phrase Aham Vedmi Mahatmanam Ramam Satya
Parakramam to indirectly tell Dasharatha that Rama is the very person
(Purusha) denoted by the Purusha Suktam. This connection reinforces the view
that the Ramayana is the essence of the Vedas.

The Purusha Suktam continues to describe this exalted being (Rama, in this
context) in the subsequent lines of the 16th rc:

The Golden Radiance

Sanskrit: Aditya Varnam Tamasasthu Pare
Meaning: The Purusha is described as having the color of the sun (Aditya

Varnam), meaning gold color, and being beyond darkness (Tamasasthu Pare).

@ Reconciling the Dark and Golden

This description of the Lord as golden (Aditya Varnam) is reconciled with the
Puranic descriptions of the Lord (like Rama and Krishna) as dark through a
beautiful interpretation:

« Mahalakshmi (who is gold/radiant) sits in the heart of the dark Lord
* This makes him appear golden when viewed from the front
* The Lord thus embodies both darkness and radiance simultaneously

The Conclusion

The mantra concludes with:

Sanskrit: Sarvani Rupani Vichitya Dhiraha Namani Kritva Abhivadan Yadaaste



Meaning: The wise ones perceive all His innumerable forms, and having created
all names and forms, He resides everywhere.

¢ Interlinked Scriptures

This correlation is one instance demonstrating how the sacred texts are all
interlinked:

_-IRamayana

Mahabharata

* Bhagavad Gita

« (2 Vishnu Sahasranamam
) g Upanishads

« [ Vedas

Each text illuminates and reinforces the others, creating a comprehensive
tapestry of Vedic wisdom.

Vishwamitra's declaration Aham Vedmi Mahatmanam Ramam Satya

Parakramam was not merely an assertion of his knowledge of Rama's valor. It
was a profound revelation to Dasharatha that Rama embodies the Supreme
Purusha described in the Vedas. Through his dedication to Dharma and Moksha,
and his ascetic practices, Vishwamitra had gained the spiritual vision to
recognize what Dasharatha, consumed by worldly pursuits, could not see: that
his own son was the golden-hued, effulgent Supreme Being celebrated in the
Purusha Suktam, the one who is beyond darkness and pervades all forms and
names in creation.

YouTube Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzCWelKtGHU&list=PLUCe17-

wlYr-zIRfRt1m6fyPy2r-wjcX|



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzCWeIKtGHU&list=PLUCe17-wlYr-zIRfRt1m6fyPy2r-wjcXJ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzCWeIKtGHU&list=PLUCe17-wlYr-zIRfRt1m6fyPy2r-wjcXJ

These articles are based on discourses by Sri Dushyanth Sridhar, who renders
discourses in English & Tamil on Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavata, Vishnu
Purana, Bhagavad Gita, Vishnu Sahasranama, and Divya Prabanda in the
upanyasam, pravachanam, or kalakshepam style. Visit https://desikadaya.org
for more information. These notes are presented solely for educational
purposes to help viewers download and benefit from these teachings. Any
incorrect interpretations or inaccuracies are mine and unintentional—please
forgive me. For any feedback, please send an email.
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